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On the Tendency of Theatres, and the Performance of 
Plays during the Holidays. 


A Letter of the Procureur of the Commune of Paris to the Ad- 
miniftrators of the Police. 


OME dire&tors of the public fhews have demanded of the 
magiftrates of the people, whether it be neceflary to fhut 

up their theatres during the Eafter holidays. I owe tothem 
an explanation, and it is for you gentlemen to judge of it.— 
When France crouched down to a domineering religion— 
when we were condemned to do every thing which one man 
willed, the Lieutenants of the Police might indeed make a law 
with priefts. But when after a long might the trath fhines— 
makes dupes afhamed and rogues atraid—when liberty wills 
nothing more from tyrants, equality from flaves—when the 
conftitution protects all religious worfhip and all opinions, then 
itis only the reprefentatives of the people who can command fef= 
tivals—the feftivals of the country; and it is neceflary that its 
religion fhould include all perfons openly in its temples, 
Every one is to chufe a church, or a fynagogue, or a mofque. 
None can conceive better than you, gentlemen, that if every 
man be a matter of his talents, as much as his thoughts, he 
ought no more to be prevented from acting a play on Good 
Friday than making it; by thofe at leaft whofe religion is not 


fuperftitious. Induttry hath the fame right as commerce, and 


itis the public intereft alone which can fufpend it. But under 
what pretext could the municipality, the guardian of all pro- 
VoL, XIX. 484. 
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perty, condemn to repofe a multitude of citizens who are fup- 
ported by the theatre, anda much greater who are amufed and 
inftructed by it, and efpecially after a revolution which clearly 
proves that the tragedies of Voltaire inform nations much 
better than the fervices of the Abby Maury? The thea- 
tre appears to me not only a means of inftruction in the 
hands of the philofopher, who enlightens the people, but alfo 
of good order in thofe of the adminiftrator who conducts it. 

M. de Sartine allowed that the city of Paris was never more 
injured than when the clergy, prohibiting innocent pleafures, 
delivered up hypocrites to an idlenefs, which cherifhes all vices 
andcrimes. We are juft arrived at an epoch when fanaticifm 
fhould not dare to Jay new fnares for ignorance. It would be 
defirable that the church of Rome after the obfervation of Lent, 
fhould no longer claim its privileges ; and nothing could better 
prove the progrefs of reafon than the independence of the 
theatres, which during the time that Chriftians devote them- 
felves to flagellations in darknefs, fhall reprefent for the friends 
of the conftitution, the Death of Czefar. 

‘Fournal de Paris, for Wednefday, 

March 28, 1792. 





Copy of a Petition from Tregony againft the Slave Trade. 


To the Honourable the Commons of Great Britain in Parlia- 
ment aflewnbled. 


We the Mayor, Corporation, and Inhabitants of the bo- 
rough of Tregony, underftanding that an application 
will foon be made to your honourable Houfe for the abolition of 
the flave-trade, defire to exprefs our hearty approbation of fo 
wife and benevolent a defign, As men and as Chriftians, we 
feel itto be-our duty to fignify to you our abhorrence of a traf- 
fick which is founded an principles fo inconfiftent with the dic 
tates of humanity, and the {fpirit of the religion we profefs. 
We truft that itis a glory referved for the wifdom of the pre- 
fent age to wipe away the ftain to our character as a nation, by 
abolifhing a commerce which involves in it fuch great and ex- 
tenfive iniquity, and adds fo much to the ftock of human mifery. 
We humbly exprefs our earneft withes that the legiflature will 
take under its moft ferious confideration the diftrefled ftate ot 
the helplefs Africans, and by abolifhing the caufe of war, ra- 
pine, and defolation, {uffer their extenfive and fertile country to 
enjoy 
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enjoy the bleffings which providence defigned it; fo we truft 
and believe that this highly injured people will have an oppor- 
tunity of fhewing us, that bya commercial intercourfe we may 
derive more folid advantages, from their profperity as friends, 
than we could extort from their mifery as oppreffors. 

We thus exprefs our fervent hope that your honourable Af- 
fembly will adopt fuch meafures as to your wifdom fhall feem 
moft expedient for obtaining the defired effect.—And your pe- 
titioners as in duty bound will ever pray. 





To the PRINTER. 
SIR, 

re the favour of you to infert in your valuable mifcellany, 

“ Some Account of the late Thomas Day, Efq.” a name 
juftly dear to every friend of civil and religiousJiberty. Ihave 
abridged it from an octavo volume, publifhed not long ago ; 
and I hope it will be acceptable to your readers in general. 
Sure I am, that the younger part of your readers, and efpecially 
fuch of them as are born to a good inheritance, or to good ex- 
pectations, may derive great benefit from a diligent perufal 
of it. 

Iam, Sir, your’s, &c. 
Ss. M. N. 
Somerfetfhire. 





Some Account of the late Thomas Day, Efq. Author of 
Sandford and Merton. 


THOMAS DAY was born in London, in the year 1748, 
His father enjoyed a confiderable office in the Cuftoms* : his 
mother was the daughter of Samuel Bonham, Efq. Whenhe¢ 
was 13 months old, his father died; and the care of his edu- 
cation devolved to his mother ; to whofe fteady and judicious 
management of him, in his infancy, as well as to her exemplary 
conduct in life, he was indebted for his earlieft good impreflions, 
and for the firft bias and direétion of his mind to honourable 


purfuits. 
3M2 His 


* Collector of Cuftoms outwards; a place held by the late 
Duke of Mancheft:r. 




































476 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


His mother having, principally on account of her fon’s 
health, removed to Stoke Newington, he was put to achild’s 
fchool, at this place; and when of a proper age, he was {ent to 
the Charter-Houfe.. Here he remained eight or nine years ; 
and, at the age of 16,he was removed to Oxford, and entered 
as a Gentleman Commoner at Corpus Chrifti College. 

Not intending to advance himfelf in any profeffion, he 
thought it unneceflary to take any of the ufual degrees of the 
Univerfity. The main object of his academical purfuits was 
the difcovery of moral truths, and exemplary facts, by which 
he was to enlighten his mind and guide his future life. The re- 
fult of all his inquiries was, that virtue is the true intereft of 
man; and he therefore determined to purfue it as his moft fub- 
ftantial good. 

This opinion and refolution were farther foftered and matured 
in his mind by reading the ancient claflics, in which the image 
of virtue there delineated makes an impreffion fo deep on the 
fenfible minds of youth, that it is feldom if ever effaced. 

It muft certainly feem a very fingular phenomenon, that a 
youth juft entered into the age of paffions, in the vigour of 
health and fpirits, in the affluence of fortune, and in this age, 
fhould dedicate his time, thoughts, and ftudies, to form in his 
mind the principles of action, by which he was ever afterwards 
to regulate his conduct. And it will appear ftill more extraor- 
dinary, when it is known, that during his own life, the princi- 
ples and refolutions, which he had adopted at that early age, were 
the invariable rule, by which all his actions were governed, with 
an unifarmity and confiftency feldom maintained through diffe- 
rent periods of life, and from which he was not diverted by the 
dread of ridicule, fo powerful over young minds, by the impulfe 
of paffions, by the falfe glare of ambition, by the allurements 
of pleafure, nor by the aifimilating manners of the age. He 
never deviated from the principles which he had fixed alike in 
his'jadgment and in his affeCtions ; and this confiftency of prin- 
ciple with conduct continved through life is a characteriftick 
feature by which he was diftinguifhed. Mr. Day, in his youth, 
was fond of fecing men and manners ; but, not being dazzled 
by thofe of the higher ranks, (fometimes exclufively called 
* the world,’”) and perceiving that a knowledge of human 
nature was better to be learned from the lower orders, where it 
appears lefs difguifed by art, he ufed to take long journies, 
through different parts of England and Wales on foot, fomc~ 
times in company, and frequently alone, mixing with people of 
all defcriptions; fometimes going into the parlour of an m 
and 
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and at other times into the kitch en, where he generally found 
moft of the amufement and inftruction that he was in fearch of, 
and where he was much diverted at the embarrafiment he ec- 
cafioned to know who and what he was.§ 

Poffeffed of much ftrength and activity of body, a flow of 
animal fpirits, a relifh for youthful frolicks, and a vein of hu- 
mour and pleafantry, he greatly enjoyed thefe excurfions 5 
while, at the fame time, he acquired an exact knowledge of the 
modes of thinking and expreffion, habits, and manners, of the 
more uncultivated clafles of men, to whom he could, in his fu- 
ture life, eafily adapt himfelf, and whom he ever treated with 
kindnets and condefcenfion, rather as lefs fortunate brothers of 
the fame family, than as beings of a different and inferior order, 
as they feem too often to be confidered by men who confound 

the accidental advantages of fortune with perfonal excellence. 

He likewife vifited Irciaid, in company with a very intimate 
friend, at whofe feat he pafled fome time. —He wifhed alfo to 
travel abroad ; but as his guardians did not feem willing to give 
their confent, he refided principally at Lichfield, attracted by 
the very cultivated fociety in that city, until he became of age 
and confequently matter of his own actions. He then chole 
to pats fome years abroad, returning at intervals to fee his 
friends, Accordingly hefpent one winter at Paris, another at 
Avignon, a third at Lyoas ; one fuunmer in the Auftrian 
Netherlands, and another in Hc land, ‘The different manners 
of men in different countries, aiid the various forms of political 
and civil fuciety, were fubjects which at all times engaged his 
attention, 

During his refidence at the Univerfity, Mr. Day’s mind had 
been wholly occupied by is ftudies; and having alfo con- 
ceived fome contempt for the modern refinements, he had taken 
no pains whatever to improve his external appearance and 
manner 3 fo that, however valuable the diamoad might be 
within, every perfon had not fufficient knowledge immediately 
todifcern it. Confcious of this defect, and fentible that how- 
ever he might himfclf diftegard exterior accomplifhme ont, yet 
unlefs he poileiled ‘it, he would not be permitted, without the 
imputation of envy, to attack by reafoning or by ridicule the 
affeCtation or exceis of it, he applied himlelf, while he was in 
France, with the fame perfeverance with which he executed all 
his purpofes, to facritice to the Graces 5 and with fuch afliduity, 
as 


§ It is very well kno wn that Swift frequently traveiled ina 
finilar way.—See Britith Biography 


ry Vol, Viil. p. 273. note (4). 
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as if hehad really been enatnoured of them.—It may be eafily 
imagined, that when he had fhewn that he was not unequal to 
external accomplifhments, he would gradually give way to his 
original contempt of drefs and appearance, although no man 
continued more obfervant of all the minuter attentions of 
effential civility and politenefs, independent of forms. Befides, 
his obfervation of the diftrefles too often incurred by the 
fantaftick paflion for drefs and outward thew inclined him to 
counteract this tendency, as far as he could, by his example of 
plainnefs, and indifference about thefe objects. For it feems to 
have been an invariable rule of his conduct, not fo much to re- 
gard the dictates of his own tafte and inclinations, zs by his 
example, and alfo by his writings, to throw as much weight as 
he could into that fcale of manners which he thought was too 
much neglected by the fpirit of the age, 


(To be continued.) 





An Authentic Account of the State of Society in which the 
Natives of Africa live, in Cayor, Sin, and Sallum ; 
three Countries extending along the Shore from the 
Mouth of the River Gambia to that of the Senegal, 


(Concluded from Page 454.) 
NOTHER argument which has been advanced in juftifie 


cation of the flave-trade, and which has had fome in- 
fluence, may be alfo anfwered from what is contained in the 
preceding account of the ftate of fociety, in which the natives 
of Africa live, 

It has been conftantly handed about, and this with fome 
fhare of fucce(fs, thatthe natives of Africa have not the fame 
faculties as other men; by which it is infinuated, that they were 
born, or at leaft are fit only for flaves. But as aproof of the 
contrary of this, we find them in their own country under a 
regular form of Government, with divifions and fub-divifions 
ot officers, fo that a large tract is put into a fituation to be go- 
verned with eafe, and edicts, that are to travel to a confiderable 
extent, tobe foon promulgated and obeyed. We feealloa 
certain fyftem of jurifprudence inftituted. We fee property 
divided into two kinds; laws not only relating to this, but to 
other fubjects; offenders tried for tranfgrefling them, and this 
by their own peers, and upon the fpot. We feealfoa _— 
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of revenue, impofed with judgment, collected without difficulty, 
and equal to the exigencies of the ftate. ‘To which we may 
add the name and fori of arcligion known and acknowledged 
by them all. 

Thefe circumftances are more than fufficient to eftablifh 
their capacities as men; and yet to thefe it may be added, that 
we have feen them to great advantage in other points of view. 
We have feen them as farmers and hufbandmen. Wehave 
feen them as builders of boats. We have feen them agaia as 
manufacturers in gold, iron, copper, wood, cotton, and this 
in a manner that would do no difcredit to Europeans. 

Another argument and the laft that I fhall mention, fays 
Mr. Clarkfon, which meets with its anfwer from the fame 
fource, is the following ; “ That you ought not to abolith the 
trade in flaves, unlefs you can fubftitute another trade in fome 
other branch on the coaft of Africa; and to do the latter is 
impoflible on account of the indolence of the natives; and 
their unwillingnefs to engage in active life.” 

Let us now confult the preceding account, upon this point. 
We find inthe firft place aconfiderable fpirit of commerce 
among the natives. In proportion as new markets have arifeny 
new trades have evidently {prung up, and new induftry has been 
exerted, They holda continual intercourfe with each other 
for the purpofes of trade, and to fuch a degrce has chis fpirit 
of commerce rifen, that to procure a market for their com- 
modities they will travel leagues with immeafe burthens upor 
their heads, and be regardle{s of the weight. 

Nor can we, in the fecond place, avoid noticing with lefs 
fatisfaction the conftant occup.tions of fome, and the intenfe 
labours of others, in the feveral departments which they pro- 
felts. Some of the natives do not employ themfelves for a fea- 
fon only, but follow fome occupation or other for the year 
round. The labour of others again is equal to that which any 
Europeans undergo. As a proof of this, we may adduce the 
employment of the boat builders, from the time of cutting 
down the tree in the foreft to the time of delivering itin the 
fhape of a boat upon the fhore, at the diftance of thirty leagues 
overland as before defcribed; an inftance of perfeverance, 
which cannot fail of being urged fuccefsfully again{t thofe, who 
fhould call their induftry into queftion. 

Asa third circumftance of material importance in the cafe 
of the argument adduced, we may notice, from the price uf 
the boats abovementioned, compared with the toil defcribed to 
have been expended upon them, the great cheapnets of labour 
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inthofe parts. In thort, if we reflect properly on the fpirit of 
commerce tobe found among the natives of Africa,andif to 
this we fubjoin the confideration, firft, of the variety and fatigue 
of their feveral occupations, and fecondly, of the low demand 
for the articles made in following the fame, the argument not 
only falls, but it appears on the other hand, that there are few 
people, from whom more is to be expected by the European 
merchant than from the natives in queftion, in the introduction 
of anew commerce in the place of the execrable trade in 
men. 

Such then is the ftate of fociety in which the natives of 
Africa live, in the countries extending from the mouth of the 
river Gambia to that of the Senegal, as given by Mr. Clarkfon, 
from the moft unqueftionable authority ; and fuch are the 
uverences which naturally follow from this account, in favour 
of the abolition of the flave trade. “ And furely we may 
hope,” (to ufe the words of another writer on the fubjedct,) 
“ thatthe numbers amongft us are not few, who duly regard- 
ing the claims of reafon, and of juftice, will confider the na- 
tives of Africa, as entitled to the rights of humanity; and 
as formed foramore important purpofe, than to be ftolen, 
degraded, infulted, and murdered by us. They will confider 
the African in his native land, enjoying that happinefs, which 
the bencficent hand of Heaven has fhed around him, and de- 
manding by what right we difturb him in the pofleffion? By 
what right we purchafe the unwary traveller, and peaceful 
villager, when torn by the hands of pirates and robbers from 
his family and his country, and detain him in the moft crucl and 
opreflive flavery ?” 

But * defeét of right in the firft purchafe (fays Archdeacon 
Paley) is the Jeaft crime, with which this traffic is chargeable. 
The natives are excited to war and mutual depredation, for the 
fake of fupplying their contracts, or furnifhing the market with 
flaves. With this the wickednefs begins. ‘The flaves, torn 
away from parents, wives, children, from their friends and 
eompanions, their fields and flocks, their home and country, arc 
traniported to the European fettlements in America, with no 
other accommodation on fhipboard, than what is provided for 
brutes*, “This is the fecond ftage of cruelty; from which the 
miferable exiles are delivered, only to be placed, and that for 
life, in fubjetion to a dominion and fyftem of laws, the moit 
mercilefs 


* Mr. Paley’s work was publithed, before the various horrors of 
the Middle Pailage were fully difclofed. 
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mercilefs and tyrannical that ever was tolerated upon the face 
of the earth ; And from all that can be learned by the accounts 
of people upon the fpot, the inordinate authority, which the 
plantation laws confer upon the flave-holder, is exercifed, by the 
Englith flave-holder efpecially, with rigour and brutalityy.” 
lam, Sir, your’s &c. 
C. T. 


Afhill, Somerfet. 


t Paley’s Principles of Moral and Political Philofophy. Vol. I. 
p- 237. Svo. edit. 





The Hiftory of the Life of Baron Trenck. In whichis 
introduced a particular Account of the extraordinary 
Sufferings which he underwent by Command of the 
late King of Pruffia. 

[ Extracted from his own Narrative. ]} 


(Continued from Page 460.) 


Y ills were increafed by anewaccidents Soon after the 
departure of Bernes, the Pruffian Minifter, taking me 
afide, in the houfe of the Palatine Envoy, M. Becker, propofed 
my return to Berlin, afflured me the King had forgotten all that 
was paft, was convinced of my innocence, that my good for- 
tune would there be certain, and he pledgedhis honour to re- 
cover the inheritance of Trenck. I anfwered, the favour 
came toolate ; I had fuffered injuftice too flagrant, in my own 
country, and that I would truft no Prince omearth whofe will 
might annihilate all the rights of men. My good faith tothe 
King had been tooill repaid ; my talents might gain me bread in 


‘any part of the world, and I would not again fubject myfelf to 


the danger of unmerited imprifonment. 

His perfuafions were ftrong, but ineffetual : “ My dear 
Trenck,” faidhe, “ God is my judge, that my intentions zre 
honeft; I will pledge myfelf that my fovereign will enfure 
your fortune: You do not know Vienna, you will lofeall by 
the fuits in which you are involved, and will be perfecuted, be- 
caufe you do not carry a rofary.” 

No fooner had I rejected the propofition of the Pruffian 
Envoy, than ali ny hopes in Vienna were ruined ; for Frederic, 
by his refidents and emiflariesy knew how to effect whatever he 

Vou. XIX. 484. 3.N pleated 
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pleafed in foreign courts, and determined that the Trenck, 
who would no longer ferve, or confide in him, fhould, at leaft, 
find no opportunity of ferving againft him; I foon became 
painted, to the Emprefs, asan arch-heretic who never would 
be faithful to the houfe of Auftria, and only endeavoured to 
obtain the inheritance of Trenck, that he might devote himfelf 
to Pruffia. 

In three years, however, I brought my fixty-three fuits to a 
kind of concluiion ; the probabilities were, this could not have 
been effected in fifty. Exclufive of my affiduity, the means 
I took muft not be told; it is fufficient that I here learnt 
what judges were, and thus am enabled to defcribe them to 
others. 

For a few ducats, the prefident’s fervant ufed to admit me 
into a clofet where I could fee every thing as perfelly as if I 
had myfelf been one of the council. This, often, was ufeful, 
and taught me to prevent evil, and, often, was I fcarcely able to 
refrain burfting in upon this court. 

Their appotnted hour of meeting was nine in the morning, 
but they feldom aflembled before cleven. The Prefident then 
told his beads, and muttered his prayers. Someone got up 
and harangued, while the remainder, in pairs, amufed them- 
felves with talking inftead of liftening, after which the news of 
the day became the common topic of converfation, and the 
council broke up, the Court being firft adjourned fome three 
weckss without coming to any determination. 

Without form, or notice, the Hungarian Fifcal Prefident, 
Count Graflalkowitz, took poffeffion of all the Trenck eftates 
on his deceafe, in the name of the Fifcus. The prize was 
great, not fo much becaufe of the eftates themfelves, as the 
perfonal property'upon them. Trenck had fent loads of mer- 
chandize to his eftates, of linen, ingots of gold, and filver, 
from Bavaria, Alfatia, and Silefia. He hada vaft ftore-houfe 
of arms, and of faddles; alfo the great filver fervice of the 
Empcror Charles VIJ. which he had brought from Munich, 
with the fervice of plate of the King of Pruffia; and the 
perfonal property on thefe eftates was affirmed, confiderably, to 
exceed in value the eftates themfelves. 

I was, not long fince, informed, by one of the firft Generals, 
whofe honour is undoubted, that feveral waggons were laden 
with thefe rich effects, and fent to Mihalefze. His teftimony 
was indubitable; he knew the two Pandours, who were the 
confidents of ‘Trenck, and the keepers of his treafures, and 
thefe, during thé general plunder, each feized a bag of pearls, 
, aud 
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and fled to Turkey, where they became wealthy merchants. 
His rich ftuds of horfes were taken, and the very cows driven 
off the farms. His ftand of arms confifted of more than 
three thoufand rare pieces. “Trenck had affirmed, he had fent 
linen to. the value of fifty thoufand florins, in chefts, from 
Dannhaufen and Gerfdorf, in the county of Glatz, to his 
eftates; the pillage was general, and when orders came to fend 
all the property of Trenck, and deliver it to his univerfal heir, 
nothing remained that any perfon would accept. Ihave myfeclf 
feen,in a certain Hungarian nobleman’s houfe, fome valuable 
arms, which I pofitively knew I had been robbed of; and 1 
bought, at Effeck, fome filver plates on which were the arms 
of Pruffia, that had been fold by Counfellor D—n, who had 
been empowered to take pofleffion of thefe eftates, and had 
thus rendered himfelf rich. Of thisI procured an atteltation, 
and proved the theft: I complained aloud at Vienna, but re- 
ceived an order, from the Court, to be filent, under pain of 
difpleafure, and alfoto go nomore into Sclavonia. ‘The prin- 
cipal reafon of my lofs of the landed property in Hungary was 
my having dared to make inquiries concerning the pertonal, 
not one guinea of which was ever brought to account. I then 
proved my right tothe family eftates, left by my uncle, beyond 
all difpute, and alfo of thofe purchafed by my coufin. The 
commiffioners, appointed to inguire into thefe rights, even con- 
firmed them: yet, after they hadbeen thus citablithed, I re- 
ceived the following order fromthe Court, inthe hand of the 
Emprefs herfelf: “ The Prefident, Count Graflalkowitz, 
takes it upon his confcience that the Sclavonian eftates do not 
defcend to Trenck, in natura, he muft, therefore, receive the 
Jumma emptitia & infcriptitia, together with the money he can 
thew to have been expended in improvements.” 

The fumma infcriptitia & emptitia, for all thefe great eftates, 
only amounted to 149,000 florins, and this was to be paid by 
the chamber, but the Prefident thought proper to deduct 10,000 
on pretence the cattle had been driven off the eftate of Pakratz ; 
and further, 26,000 more, under the fhameful pretence that 
Trenck, to recruit his pandours, had drained the eftates of 
3600 vatials, who had never returned ; the eftates, therefore, 
muft make them goodat the rate of thirty florins per head, 
which would have amounted to 108,000 florins ; but, with 
much difficulty, this fum was reduced, as above {ftated, to 
36,000 florins, each vailal reckoned at ten florins per head. 
‘hus was I obliged, froin the property of my family, to pay 
for 3600 men, who hid glorioufly dicd in war, in defence of 
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the contcited rights of the great Maria Therefa; who had 
raifed fo many millions of contributions for her in the countries 
of her enemies; who, {word in hand, had ftormed and taken fo 
many towns, and difperfed, or taken prifoners, fo many thou- 
fands of her focs. Would this be believed by liftening 
nations? . 

All dedu€tions made for legacies, fees, and formalities, there 
remained to me 63,000 fler.ns, with which I purchafed the 
Jordfhip of Zwerbach, and I was obliged to pay 6000 florins 
for my naturalization. ‘Thus, when the fums are enumerated 
which I expended on the fuits of Trenck, received from my 
friends at Berlin and Peterfburg, it will be found thatI cannot, 
atleaft, have teena gainer by having been made the univerfal 
heir of the immenfely rich Trenck, With regret I write 
thefe truths, in fupport of my children’s claims, that they may 
not, in my grave, reproach me for having neglected the duty of 
a father. 

The only real favour I received of the Emprefs was a 
Captainfhip of Cavalry in the Cordova Cuiraffiers, in which 
I gained'the applaufe of my Colonel, Count Betton. In March 
1754, myniother died in Pruflia, and J requefted permiffion of 
the Court that held the inheritance of Trenck, asa fide com- 
miffien, to make a journey to Dartzic, to fettle fome family 
attairs with my brethers and fifter, my eftates being confifcated. 
This permifion was granted, and thither I] went in May, 
where I, once more, fell into the hands of the Pruffians, which 
forms the fecond great, and ftill more gloomy epocha in my life. 
All who read what follows will fhudder, will commiferate him 
who, feeling himfelf innocent, relates afflictions he has mifera- 
bly encountered, and glorioufly overcome. 

I left Hungary, where I was in garrifon, for Danzic, where 
I had defired my brethers and fifter to meet me, that we might 
fetile our affairs. My principal intent, however, wasa journey 
to Peterfburg, . there to feek the advice and aid of my friends, 
for Jaw and perfecution were not yet ended at Vienna, and my 
Captain’s pay, and {mall income, were fcarcely fufficicnt ta 
defray the charges of attornies and counfellors. 

Itis here moft worthy of remark that I was told, by Prince 
Ferdinand of Brunfwic, Governor of Magdeburg, he had 
received orders to prepare my prifon, at Magdeburg, before 
I fet out from Hungary. 
| | was immediately vifited, by my brothers and fifter, on my 
arrival at Dantzic, where we lived happy in each other’s com- 
pany, during afortnight, and an amicable partition was made 
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of my mother’s effects : My fitter. perfe&tly juftified herfelf 
concerning the manner in which I was obliged to fly from her 
houfe, in the year 1746 ; our parting was kind, and as brother 
and fifter ought to part. 

Our only acquaintance in Dantzic was the Auftrian refis 
dent, M. Abramfon, to whom I brought letters cf recommen- 
dation from Vienna, and whofe reception of us was polite even 
to extravagance. 

This ‘Abramfon was a Pruflian born, and had never feen 
Vienna, but obtained his then office by tht recommendation of 
Count Be‘tuchef, without fecurity for his good couduct, or 
proof of his good movals, heart ‘or head. He. was in clofe 
connection with the Resiien refident, Reimer; and was made 
the inftrument of my ruin. 

Scareely had my brothers and fifter departed before I de- 
termined to make a voyage by fea to Ruilia. Abramfon cones 
trived a thoufand artifices, | y which he detained mea week 
longer in Dantzic, that he, in onjuntion with Reimer, might 
make the neceflary preparations, 

The King of Pruffia had demanded that the magiftrates of 
Dantzic fhould deliver me up; but this could not be done 
without offending the Imperial Court, I being a commitiioned 
officer in that fervice, with proper pafiports: It was therefore 
probable that this negotiat tion required letters fhould pafs and 
repafs, and, for this reafon, bramfon was employed to detain 
me fome days longer, till, by the laft letters from Berlin, the 
magiftrates of Dantzic were induced to violate public fafety, 
and the laws of nations. Abramfon | confidered as my bett 
friend, and my perfonas in perfect fecurity; he had therefore 
no difficulty in perfuading me to ftay. 


(To be continued.) 
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GENERAL REVIEW of EUROPEAN POLITICS. 
For APRIL, 1792. 


G eneral Reflections on the Situation of Europe. 


A I’ no period, perhaps, has the fituation of Europe appeared 
in a more interefting point of view thanat prefent. The 
late revolution in France, as wonderful as it was fudden and 
unexpected, while ithas aroufed the people of that country 
from the political torpor into which they had long funk, feems 
likely, 
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likely, in its confequences, to operate fome great and impor- 
tant change in the affairs of mankind. The example of a ce- 
Jebrated nation, once remarkable for its attachment to Mo- 
narchy and feudal principles ; and whieh piqued itfelf on mi- 
litary glory, abandoning its ancient ideas, and adopting a fyf- 
tem entirely oppofite, has awakened the attention of furround- 
ing nations, and infpired the lower and middle ranks of fociety 
with notions of their own importance, which they never before 
entertained. The iniprovement of fcience, and the extenfion 
of commerce, which, by promoting a fpirit of enquiry, that 
afways tends to banifh prejudice, ignorance, and fuperitition, 
have been the principal caufes which have paved the way for 
this aftonifhing change ; andas the bands of feudal defpotifm, 
fo difcouraging to the progrefs of trade and agriculture, the 
fources of national wealth, are now, in fome meafure, broken, 
what remains of them will, in all probability, as civilifation 
diffufes its falutary influence, be entirely deftroyed; that unli- 
mited power which fome potentates have hitherto aflumed, will, 
in the courfe of time, be reftrained within proper bounds ; and 
war, that fcourge of the human race, which, in moft inftances, 
has been undertaken from capricious or frivolous motives, be- 
come lefs frequent. Princes, inftead of being mifled by cor- 
rupted favourites, or deluded by falfe notions of glory, will know 
that their real intereft is infeparable from that of their people ; 
and thatto render them happy will be the fureft means of pro- 
moting their own fecurity. Inftcad of trufting their fafety to 
mercenaries, they will reft upon the affection of their fubjects, 
and in their attachment find a much ftronger defence than in 
numerous armies. _ While we indulge in thefe pleafing reflec 
tions, we are far from coinciding in opinion with thole enthu- 
fiafts who with to fee Monarchy entirely annihilated. “Thofe, 
who labouring under the oppreffion of defpotifm, ftand boldly 
forward in queft of redrefs, fhould they even do it with the 
fword in their hands, act in a manner becoming freemen ; but 
thofe who have recourfe to the dagger, or the poifoned chalice, 
to accomplith their purpofes, betray a criminal {pirit, and ought 
to be expofed to univerfal deteftation, 
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This fubje& leads us to the late event of the affaffination of 
the King of Sweden, who, in the hour of feftivity, wile mixing 
with his fubjects, fell a facrifice, as appears, to the refentment 
ef a defperate and difappointed faction. On the death of 
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Charles XII. who ruled with as abfolute {way, perhaps, as any 
Prince in the world, and whofe ambition and romantic projects 
plunged Sweden intomifery and diftrefs, the nobility of that 
country refumed their ancient authority, wich had been 
wrefted from them, and annihilated almoft entirely the pre- 
rogatives of the Sovereign. In the year 1772, the late 
Guftavus III. foon after his acceffion to the throne, with 
courage and addrefs that difplayed the greateft abilities, re- 
covered in his turn the authority of which his predeceffors 
had been deprived. A writer, who has given an account 
of this memorable event, fays, “ The King, who in the morne 
ing rofe the moft limited Prince in Europe, renderedhimfelf, in 
the fpace of two hours, no lefs abfolute, in Stockholm, tian the 
French Monarch at Verfailles, or the Grand Signor at Con- 
ftantinople. The people faw, with the greateft fatisfation, tie 
power of an ariftucracy, whofe infolence they had experienced, 
transferred into the hands of a Monarch who pofleffed their love 
and affection.” However beneficial this change, and the fub- 
fequent regulations which his Swedifh Majeity introduced 
into various departments of government, and particularly his 
impartial adminiftration of juftice, might be tothe people ar 
large, it gave great offence to the Nobility, who found their 
pride humbled, and their influence diminifhed. Since this 
period, therefore, a fpirit of difcontent has prevailed among that 
order, the effects of which were particularly apparent inthe 
condué of fome of the Swedifh officers during the war with 
Ruffia ; and though the late diet was clofed without any violent 
commotion, it plainly appears, that a confpiracy was in agitation 
even during the time of its fitting. The idea of its having been 
fomented by foreign intrigue may not be entirely deftitute of 
foundation; but on a fubject which is, as yet, involved in ob- 
{curity, little fatisfaétory can befaid. The trial of the affaffin 
will probably lead to a difcovery of the truth; and as the rcins 
of government, during the minority of the young King, are en- 
trufted to the Duke of Sudermania, a Prince of firmnelfs and con- 
fiderable abilities, every exertion will, no doubt, be made to de- 
teét the guilty. Much prudence and caution will, however, be 
necellary to preferve public tranqyillity. The malecontents are 
numerous as well as of great influence in the country ; and as 
the loyalifts are powerful, and burn with impatience to revenge 
the murder of their fovereign, harmony may not be reftored 
without the effufion of blood, 
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Charakter of Guflavus the Third, King of Sweden. 

Whatever might have been the faults of Guftavus IIL, he 
was certainly a l’rince of great natural talents ; highly im- 
proved by education. He feemed to have inherited from his 
mother allthe militery ardour of his uncle, the late King of 
Pruffia ; and to be little, if at all, inferior to him in the ca- 
binet. To a-fund of cloquence he united the moft infi- 
nuating manners; and the extent of his knowledge, and the 
folidity of his judgment, excited the admiration of thofe who 
approached his perfon, ‘The various journies which he under- 
took into different parts of Europe, as well as into almoft 
every corner of his own dominions, made him thoroughly ac- 
quainted wit, mankind ; and he had fufficient fagacity to en- 
able him to profit by his obfervations, and to apply them to the 
purpofes of government. On the other hand, he was too fond 
of uncontrolled power, and, in fome inftances, abufed it. His 
war with Ruffia, rafhly undertaken, and as abruptly terminated, ° 
zlmoft totally deftroyed the Swedifl navy, and involved his 
country in a load of debt, which it was ill calculated to fuftain. 
If any apology can be offered for Guftavus, it muft be the am- 
bitious views of. Ruffia, and her intrigues in Sweden, to the 
prejudice of the monarch. 

What changes the death of the King of Sweden will pro- 
duce in tie fyftems adopted by the fovereigns of Europe to 
counteract the effects of the French revolution, cannot, as yet, 
be precifely known. 


FRANCE and ENGLAND. 


No news of importance has lately arrived from Jndia; but 
we have reafon to expect fome interefting intelligence thence 
in the courfe of a few weeks. The capture of a French ffi- 
gate, by the English in that quarter, which appears to have 
proceeded from the obftinacy of the French commander, is not 
likely to be attended with ferious confequences, The Na- 
tional Aflembly, who have had the particulars of it laid before 
them, feem delirous of cultivating the friendfhip of Great 
Britain. While fuch is the temper of the French legiflators, 
that national enmity, which has fo long beena difgrace to both 
countrics, will, we hope, foon be converted into mutual and 
Jaiting amity. Both have already fufficiently tried their 
itrength, and fuffered for their folly. But this was in the period 
of defputiim and corruption, ‘They fhould not in future, 
therefore, 
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therefore, allow any mifunderftanding that may arife between 
individuals, to interrupt the harmony of the two countries, or 
to provoke rafh hoftilities. Our wars have moftly originated 
from unworthy intrigues, or trifling circumftances, which 
might have been adjufted without fhedding innocent blood ; 
and as men grow morc enlightened, they will, in all probability, 
have recourfe to fome other mode of fettling their differences 
than that of appealing to the fword. 

The abolition of the flave-trade, which has at length been de< 
termined on, will form a memorable era in the prefent century, 
and imprefs pofterity with a juft notion of the prevailing fpirit 
of the times. This meafure, while it refleéts honour on the 
philanthropy which firft brought it forward, muft give great fa- 
tisfaction to the friends of humanity; and we fincerely wiflt 
that it may excite other nations to follow an example fo meri- 
torious. 





Anecdotes of the Nobility of England. 


OUSSEAJ, in his celebrated romance puts thé following 

. beautiful eulogy of our nobility into the mouth of an 
Englith Lord (one of his moft excellent characters), whom he 
reprefents as vindicating it from the unjuft reflections.of a Ger- 
man Baron: “ I fhould be greatly mortified to have no other 
proof of my merit than that of aman who died 500 years ago.” 
The nobility of England is the moft enlightened, as well as the 
braveft in Suhoge, It is unneceflary, therefore, to inquire 
which is the moft ancient, for, when we {peak of what it is, 
it is of no confequence what it was. We are not, indeed, the 
flaves, but the friend of our fovereign; not the tyrants of the 
people, but their fuperiors. Guardians of liberty, protectors of 
our country, and fupporters of the throne, we form an invincible 
equilibrium between the people and the King, Qur firft duty 
is to the nation ; our fecond, to the Supreme Mayiftrate; and 
itis not his will and pleafure, but his awful prerogative that we 
regard. Supreme Judges in the laft refort in the Houfe of 
Peers, and fometimes even legiflators, we do equal juitice to 
the people and to the King; and we permit no man te fay, 
“ God and my fword,” but only “ God and my right.”— 
Such is our refpectable nobility ; as ancient as any other, but 
much prouder of its intrinfic worth than of its ancefiors* 


Vou. XIX. 484. 30 To 


* Eloifa, Part 2, Let. 62. 








tore her hair when fhe heard of her fon’s difgrace. 
likewife Lord Chamberlain to Charles 1; and as Ofborne ob- 
ferves, in that office, broke with his white rod many wifer heads 
than his own ; but his fear always fecured him, by a quick and 
ample fubmiffion. 


To th's glorious character there are, no doubt, individual 
Care, however, feems to have been once taken, 


exceptions. 


to preferve this illuftrious body from that dependence and cor- 
ruption which poverty might produce. In 1478, George Ne- 
vile, Duke of Bedford, was deprived of his titles, by authority 
For what? For high treafon? No. For 
high crimes and mifdemeanours? No—but for that guilt (if it 
may be called fuch) in which many a noble Peer has been fince 
involved—for poverty ! Blackftone’s obfervations on this fingu- 
lar event deferves attention: A Pcer cannot lofe his nobility 
but by death or attainder; thoygh there was an inftance, in 
the reign of Edward 1V. of the degradation of George Ne- 
ville, Duke of Bedford, on account of his poverty, which ren- 
dered him unable to fupport his dignity. 
inftance, which ferves, at the fame time, by having happened, 
to fhew the power of Parliament; and, by having happened 
but once, to fhew how tender the Parliament hath been of ex- 
erting fo high a power+.” 

Whatever rank an individual nobleman may bear in the fcale 
of moral excellence, it is univerfally fuppofed, that the firft 
ennobled anceftor acquired his honours by fuperior diftinétions 
But this has not been uniformly 
Philip, the fourth Earl of Pembroke, whom Mr. 


of Pasliament. 


in virtue and true heroifm. 
the cafe. 
Horace Walpole called “ ‘That memorable Simpleton,” was 
rude, reprobate, boifterous, and devoted to his horfes and dogs, 
He was fo mean, at the fame time, as to receive tamely a horfe- 
whipping from,one Ramfay, a Scotchman, at a public horfee 
race 5 and, for his civility in not refenting the infult, was re- 
warded by the peaceful James, by being made a Knight, Baron, 
Vifcount, aid Earl ¢ on the fame day. 
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But this is a fingular 


His mother, 


CURIOSUS. 


+t Comment. Boole 1, ch. 12. 
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He was 





William, third Earl of Pembroke, being then 
ng, he was created, for this meritorious {ubmiffion, Earl of 
omery. 
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A BRITISH KING. 
By Sir Brooke Boornusy. 


Aue King, while’he appears to confine himfelf within 
the bounds of the law, while he carries on no very open 
defigns againft the liberties of the nation, while he raifes no 
man into the favour and protection of the publick by grofs ‘acts 
of oppreffion, while he purfues no unjuft or inglorious war, is 
the natural idol of the people. They are perfuaded that he has 
neither the power nor the inclination to hurt them; and they 
are well slifpofed to believe that much of the good which they 
enjoy defcends from him who is the fountain of honour, and 
the fource of mercy. They are near enough to be warmed 
and enlightened with his fplendour, and too far off to difcern 
the {pots upon his orb. 

Such is the political exiftence of the King.—lIf, at the fame 
time, his natural conftitution leads him to no glaring exceileés, 
if he fulfils with oftenfible decency the common offices of life, 
if he reprefents with tolerable grace the dignity of his ftation, 
I do not fay he may adored, though I think it; ‘but I am fure he 
will hold the hearts and lives and fortunes of his fubjects in his 
hand. To oppofe the dangers of this amiable idolatry, has 
always been one among the chief objects of the guardians ‘of 
the conftitution. 





An ANECDOTE. 
gy a the Fourth, having a great efteem for John Weffel, 


of Groeningen, one of the moft learned men of the age, 
fent for him, and faid tohim, “ Son, afk of us what you will; 
nothing fhall be refufed, that becomes our character to beftow, 
and your condition to receive.”— Moft Holy Father,” faid 
he, “ and my generous patron, | fhall not be troublefome to 
your Holinefs. You knowI never fought after great things, 
The only favour I have to beg, is, that you would give me out 
of your Vatican Library,a Greek and a Hebrew Bible.”— 
“ You fhall have them,” faid Sixtus: “ But what a fimple 
man are you! Why do you notafk a Bifhoprick?” Weffel 
replied, “ Becaufe 1 do not want one!”” The happier man 
washe: Happier than they, who would give all the Bibles in 
the Vatican, if they had them to give, to take pofleffion of a 

Bithoprick. 
; 302 Anfwer, 
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Anfuer, by William Davies junior, of Kenwyn, te D. Robarts’s 


Queftion, inferted December 12. 
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Anfwer, by Fames Chivers, of St. Auftell, to the Enigmatical 


Query, inferted February 27. 


HE love of GOLD prevails on earth, 
And doth to many crimes give birth. 


*,* We have received the like anfwer from a friend of 
Totnes; J. Bulgin, of Caftle Carey: 


W. Hodgfon, near 






















Fowey; P. Lyttleton, near Tywardreath; T. Whibby, of 
South Petherton; J. Duckham, of Taunton; J. Collins, of 
Uffculm; Eremita, of Wefton Zoyland; Primcevus, near 
Ugborough; and Edmund Hennah, of St. Auftell. 
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Anfwer, by D. G.of Chard, to Thamas Mullett’s Rebus, inferted 
March 5. 


LANDFORD’s a well-built town I know, 
The initials join’d the fame will fhow. 


*+* Wehave received the like anfwer from Virginopis, of 
Bickington ; T. Gill jun. Stythians; W. Baker, anda friend 
of Totnes; J. Sellwood, of Stockland-fchool; L. Baker, of 
Sidbury; J. L. C.of Honiton; R. H. of Creed; Y. Z. of 
North Curry; M. Barrett junior, T. Sparkes junior, W. S. 
and T. Wouldby, of Exon; A, Pinn, of Exmouth; J. Tho- 
mas, of Gluvias; Alutarius, of Buckfaftleigh ; S. Shapton, 
Awlifcombe; J. P. of Kingfbridge; S. Hill, Dawlifh; Pri- 
moevus, near Ugborough; J. Bulgin, Caitle Carey; J. R. of 
Wellington; Orpheus, of Blandford; J. Whibbey, of South 
Petherton; J. M. A. near Sherborne; R. S. of Axminfter ; 
W. Brewer, J. Duckham, and Abfalom Apfey, of Taunton ; 
R. Lifcombe, of Newton Abbot; Eremita, of Wetton Zoy- 
land; T. Walker, Hemyock; J. Bennet, Mawgan; Phila- 
gathus, Dartington; R. Salter, Bodmin; W. Davies junior, 
Kenwyn; W.R. of Treneague; and J. Collins, of Uficulm. 





4n ANAGRAM, by ‘Fobn Collins, of Uffiulm 


NGENIOUS YOUTHS, from whom no fecret thing 
Can lay conceal’d or in oblivion dwell, 
What I do here prefent you'll quickly bring, 
Or with great pleafure I the fame will tell. 
Scan the celeftial regions, and define 
A body at great diftance may be feen ; 
Invert the fame, and it will bring to mind, 
Atrap in which great numbers oft have been. 





4 CHARADE, by a Friend of Totnes. 


i round yourfelves, ve artful bards, 

For there my firit is found; 

And, for my next, go fearch the woods, 
Tis eafy to expound. 

Cement thefe parts, and without doubt, 

You'll find 3 town in Effex out, 


POETRY, 
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NETLEY ABBEY: ™. Ones, 


OFT on the wave the oars at diftance found, 
The night breeze fighing thro’ the leafy fpray, 

With gentle whifper murmurs all around, 

Breathes on the placid fea, and dies away. 
As fleeps the moon upon her cloudlefs height, 
And the {woln fpring-tide heaves beneath the light, 
Slow lingering on the folitary fhore 

Along the dewy path my fteps I bend, 

Lonely to yon foifaken fane defcend, 
‘To mufe on youth’s wild dreams amid the ruins hoar, 


Within the fhelter’d center of the aifle, 

Beneath the afh whofe growth romantic {preads 
Its foliage trembling o’er the funeral pile, 

And all around a deeper darknefs theds ; 
While thro’ yon arch, where the thick ivy twines, 
Bright on the filyer’d tow’r the moon-beam fhines, 
And the grey claifter’s roofiefs length illumes, 

Upon the mofly ftone I lie reclin’d, 

And to a vifionary world refign’d, 
Call the pale {pectres forth fromthe forgotten tombs, 


Spirits! the defolated wreck that haunt, 
Who frequent by the village maiden feen, 
When fudden fhouts at eve the wanderer daunt, 
And fhapelefs fhadows {weep along the green ; 
And ye, in midnight horrors heard to yell 
Round the deftroyer of the holy cell, 
With interdictions dread of boding found ; 
Who, when he prowl’d the rifled walls among, 





Prone 
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* “ While: cloifter’d echo breathes a folemn ftrain, | 
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= 
Prone on his brow* the mafly fragment flung 5 
: / , , 
Come from your viewlefs caves, and tread this hallow’d 
ground. 


How oft, when homeward forc’d, at day’s dim clofe, 
In youth, as bending back I mournful ftood 
Fix’d on the fav’rite {pot, where firft avofe 
The pointed ruin peeping o’er the wood 5 
Methought I heard upon the paffing wind 
Melodious founds in folemn chorus join’d, 
Echoing the chaunted vefper’s peaceful note, 
Oft thro’ the veil of night’s defcending cloud, ‘ 
Saw gleaming far the vifionary croud 
Down the deep vaulted aifle in long proceffion float. 


But now, no more the gleaming forms appear, 
Within their graves at reft the fathers fleep ; 
And not a found comes to the wittful ear, 
Save the low murmur of the tranquil deep 5 
Or from the grafs that in luxuriant pride 
Waves o’er yon eaftern, window’s fculptur’d fide, 
The dew-drops burfting on the fretted ftone : 
While faintly from the diftant coppice heard, 
The mufic of the melancholy bird 
Trills to the filent heav’n a fweetly-plaintive moan. 


Farewell, delightful dreams, that charm’d my youth! 
Farewell th’ aerial note, the fhadowy train! 
Now while this fhrine infpires fublimer truth, 


In the deep-ftillnefs of the midnight hour, bh 
Wifdom fhall curb wild Fancy’s magic pow’r, 

Andas with life’s gay dawn th’ illafions ceafe, 
Tho’ from the heart fteal forth a figh profound ; 
Hererefignation o’er its fecret wound 

Shall pour the lenient balm that fooths the foul to peace. 


_ * This alludes to a circumftance recorded in Grofz’s Antiqui- 
ties, and ftill believed in the neighbourhood. 





Tue GOOD RECLUSE: A Cuaracrer. 


ROM the town’s gay refort young Corydon flew, Hi 
And liv’d quite reclufe ina vale, iD | 
Where 
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Where daifies and hawthorns exuberant grew, 
And {weetnefs pervaded the gale. 


On the hill’s gentle {well here he moulded a cot, 
Entwin’d with green ivy around ; 

On the flope verging down to a flower-deck’d fpot, 
Where rofes blufh’d over the ground. 


In green garb grateful grain, flightly tinéted with gold, 
Diffus’d with the poppy grown wild, 

Gave achange to the fcene—and from tending his fold 
His minutes here Henry beguil’d. 


Or at morn or at eve, or at home or abroad, 
Tranquillity reign’d in his breaft ; 

Pofleffing of riches a miferly load, 
Unmiterly like was at reft. 


Humanity fmil’d inhis face, void of guile, 
Generofity glow’d in his heart ; 

The villager’s cares he fupprefs’d with a fmile, 
Which joy to the poor did impart. 


Contented, poffeffing all nature can give, 
Extracting but joy from each care, 
He ne’er thought of thofe who as citizens live, 


But pity gleam’d forth in a tear. 
SCRIBLERIUS, 
Topham. 
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H ! luft’rous gem, bright emblem of the heart, 
That proudly {corns a borrow’d ray to fhare ; 
Whofe gentle pow’r can break the fpells of Care, 
And footh with lenient balm the keeneft fmart. 
Whether from holy Friendthip’s vow, profan’d, 
Or the dire frenzy of unpity’d Love ; 
Whether from cherifh’d paffion, unreftrain’d, 
Or the worft pang the jealous mind can prove; 
Yet—if fad Mem’ry, ling’ring o’er paft woe, 
Calls thee, foft trembler, from thy cryftal throne, 
And fternly bids thy pearly incenfe flow, 
E’en when the treach’rous phantom, Hope is fown— 
How fickle are the pifts thy rays impart, 
At once the balma—and poifon of the heart. 








